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BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

The Norse Discoverers of America: The Wineland Sagas. Trans- 
lated and discussed by G. M. Gathorne-Hardy, F.R.G.S. (Ox- 
ford: Clarendon Press. 1921. Pp.304. 14s.) 

Since Nansen's slashing attempt, in 191 1, to rob the Vinland sagas 
of their historical reliability, four important works on the Norse 
voyages have appeared, none of which have shown any disposition to 
accept his chief contentions. These works are by Hovgaard (1914), 
Fossum (1918), Steensby (1918), and the volume under consideration. 
Only one of these investigators (Steensby, of Denmark) agrees with 
the Scandinavian scholars Storm and Jonsson that the Saga of Erik 
the Red is a more reliable record than the so-called Greenland narra- 
tive of the Flat Island Book. Fossum and Gathome-Hardy believe 
with Hovgaard that "both accounts . . . may probably be considered 
as essentially historic and essentially of equal value ". It must be ad- 
mitted that these three open-minded investigators, without any pre- 
tensions to expertness in textual criticism, and relying largely on com- 
mon sense, the contents of the sagas, and detailed knowledge concerning 
the north Atlantic lands and coast-lines, give the philologists a hard 
run; while Nansen, with a wealth of research in a dozen fields of 
learning involved in the Vinland controversy, is definitively vanquished. 
Gathorne-Hardy deftly contends, in his common-sense way, that " the 
successful colonization of Greenland is an historical fact, and its story 
is chronicled in precisely those sagas which are here under consideration 
with regard to Wineland ". This general refutation is followed up by a 
detailed and comprehensive investigation, presented in such an emi- 
nently fair and reasonable spirit, that the critical reader is led to be- 
lieve that the final verdict on the vexed questions of this controversy, 
where specialized knowledge in so many fields has been invoked, will 
be given by laymen. 

So far as the essential historicity of the Vinland sagas is con- 
cerned, Mr. Gathome-Hardy, erudite in Old Norse historical lore, and 
with ample geographical knowledge, makes a distinctive contribution 
by piecing and dovetailing the two discordant sagas into one harmonious 
story — seemingly a hazardous process from the standpoint of the aver- 
age scholar, but the result is effective and convincing. Nothing is lost 
to the reader, however, as the eliminated parts are gathered in an 
appendix, following the reconstructed story. Professor Hovgaard seems 
to have first suggested this dovetailing process, but Mr. Gathorne- 
Hardy has executed it without any suggestion from his predecessor. 

Though the four authors cited above agree in being convinced of 
the historical accuracy of the Vinland sagas .in their main features, they 
come to pronounced disagreement on the question of the landfall of 
the voyagers. Steensby (a professor of geography in the University 
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of Copenhagen) and Fossum (an American philologist) both contend 
for the lands on either side of the estuary of the St. Lawrence River, 
making very plausible arguments; while both Hovgaard and Gathorne- 
Hardy place the most southerly points reached within the boundaries of 
the United States, the former placing the ultimate point in Rhode 
Island, while the latter pushes on to the western end of Long Island 
and the mouth of the Hudson River. 

This disagreement seems to indicate that the problem of establishing 
a landfall is unsolved and unsolvable. And Gathorne-Hardy, despite 
the detailed presentation of his argument, concedes in his introduction 
that "the geographical details can probably never be settled with ab- 
solute finality". 

Apart from the question of the landfall, the volume in hand is a 
readable and convincing book on the actualities of the Vinland voyages. 
It has both an adequate bibliography and an excellent index. 

Julius E. Olson. 

John Wentworth, Governor of New Hampshire 1767-1775. By 

Lawrence Shaw Mayo. (Cambridge: Harvard University 

Press. 1921. Pp. xi, 208. $5.00.) 

John Wentworth, last royal governor of New Hampshire, repre- 
sents the attractive New England gentleman of colonial days, well- 
born,, well-bred, well-balanced, in that charming, somewhat aristocratic 
circle of well-to-do Portsmouth and Exeter families who lived large 
lives in small towns whose. Main Street led to the open sea. 

One is tempted to apply to this excellent biography what Went- 
worth, in his ponderous eighteenth-century style, wrote to Jeremy 
Belknap on returning the latter's manuscript of the first chapter of 
the History of New Hampshire: "Your care in the composition disap- 
points the ambition of critical examination, and gratifies the more 
pleasing candour of friendship. Both combine in justifying my declara- 
tion that I cannot suggest an amendment." 

The manuscript and printed sources have been used with discrimina- 
tion; and where the reviewer has been able to examine the originals, 
he finds himself much in the position of Wentworth toward Belknap, 
and therefore unable to follow the author's modest request in his disarm- 
ing preface, that the reader "will give me the benefit of his keener 
perception if he finds that I have been misleading". In the discussion 
of Wentworth's relation with his opponents, his correspondence with 
President Wheelock, and his attitude on the* eve of the American 
Revolution, the author reflects something of the governor's own poise 
and balance in his judgments of men and situations, his wise reserves 
where the evidence is incomplete, his open candor which makes one 
feel that there is nothing suppressed. 

The chapter on the Church and the College is admirable in temper 



